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The official Proclamation of His Majesty's
Accession had already been made in London
at the customary places, at St. James's Palace,
Charing Cross, Temple Bar, which is the
boundary of the City of London, and at the
Royal Exchange. The King himself issued
further Proclamations by his own hand to the
Army and Navy, the Colonies and the Indian
Empire. In each of his messages he had
something personal to say, something that
could come out of his own mind and his
own heart. To the Navy he acknowledged
their services rendered to the late King,
"my beloved father," and he added on his
own behalf: "Educated and trained in that
profession which I love so dearly, retirement
from active duty has in no sense diminished
my feeling of affection for it. For thirty-
three years I have had the honour of serving
in the Navy, and such intimate participation
in its life and work enables me to know how
thoroughly I can depend upon the spirit of
loyalty and zealous devotion to duty, of
which the glorious history of our Navy is
the outcome."
The Army he thanked for their " gallant and
devoted service " to his father, and recalled to
their mind the special opportunities he had
had of becoming intimately acquainted with